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having first secured completeness and punctuality in
this respect, proceeded to attack the last stronghold
of fiscal miscalculation, by arranging for more time
and greater deliberation being bestowed in the Financial
Department on the preparation of the Estimates. His
reforms in this matter are of a technical character,
not susceptible of being made interesting to the
unofficial reader. It must suffice to say that a full
statement is now recorded of the grounds upon which
each figure in the Estimates has been proposed by the
officers of the Financial Department, and that these
reasons are carefully considered by the Governor-
General in Council before any figure is finally allowed
a place in the Budget The Estimates thus arrived
at are compiled primarily from facts supplied from
about 300 treasuries scattered over a Continent, 13
Departments of the Supreme Government, and n
separate Governments or Administrations; each one
of whom must exercise a certain degree of inde-
pendent judgment in making the initial calculation.
But the Financial Department now finds itself able,
by a series of stringent and exhaustive tests, to de-
tect errors in the judgment thus exercised, and when
a mistake arises, to promptly trace it to its source.
'The vicissitudes of climate/ writes Mr. Chapman,
' the fluctuations of trade, and the disturbance of peace
in any part of the great Indian Empire, or even of
China, may adversely affect the most cautiously
founded expectations* But what care can effect is
now done, and if failure should occur, the blame will
not rest on tfie system/